Indications for excision of nevi and melanoma diagnosed in a pediatric surgical unit.
Childhood melanoma is rare but increasing in incidence. Its management relies on early diagnosis. The purpose of this study is to discuss surgical indications of nevi and diagnosis of melanoma in a pediatric surgical unit. Data relative to the patients who underwent removal of nevi in our pediatric surgical unit from 1999 to 2005 were reviewed to identify indications, histology, and melanoma occurrence. The most frequent indication was atypical nevus. Compound nevus was the most common finding, followed by congenital and Spitz nevi. Melanoma was diagnosed in 3 excised nevi, and in 1 case it occurred as a metastatic disease. Our data showed a pattern of indications for surgery similar to that described in the literature, with a high detection rate of melanoma, nonetheless showing that some rare conditions may delay diagnosis.